Oregon CoCoRaHS

October 2008 Newsletter

Greetings everyone!  I hope this finds you all doing well.  It has been a couple of months since I jotted down some thoughts, dubbed it a “newsletter” and sent it out to all of you.  I wrote one in August and posted it straight to the Oregon CoCoRaHS webpage, but that doesn't appear to have garnered much attention.  So, at least for now, I've gone back to sending one out via email.  I've also posted this to the web site too, for those still interested in viewing it electronically.

This one will be short and sweet, and will cover only the following talking points:

· Reporting frequency during the rainy season

· Entering snow reports, even if there isn't any

· Oregon  CoCoRaHS  logo contest

Of rainy season reporting...

The dry season makes it very easy, and convenient, to not check a rain gage, and subsequently get out of the habit of reporting.  On the other hand, areas west of the Cascades receive almost 50% of their annual rainfall during the months of November through January.  East of the Cascades the wet season isn't quite as pronounced, on paper at least, but I'm sure you east-siders would testify that it still exists.  These facts make drastically increase the chances of missing rainfall data when we do not report everyday.  

On that note, I would like to encourage you all to report as often as you can!  Several of you, both east and west of the Cascades, have reported almost every single day since joining CoCoRaHS.  This is excellent!  Keep up the good work!  Others, like myself, have hardly reported at all.  I do have a bit of an excuse though, as I live in an apartment complex where they've been doing construction for the last 10 months.  I am simply unable to use my gage.  However, the lack of reports from any given person could be due to any number of reasons.  Whatever the case may be, by no means do I bring this up to publicly criticize you...rather I want to publicly encourage you to report as often, and as consistently as you can!

Of Snow, Hail, Rain and such...

CoCoRaHS is, perhaps, best known as a rainfall measuring program.  After all, the “instrument of choice” for this program is a rain gage.  That being said, I would like to add that reporting snow information is just as important as the rain fall data!  When you enter your daily reports, please remember to take a second to fill in the snow data...even if all you have to enter are zeros.

Furthermore, snow reports seem to increasingly be going the way of the dinosaurs.  Automated surface observations are everywhere these days, and far outnumber the amount of manual reports being taken.  In a very real way, you could be acting to improve climatological data sets by taking, and reporting, your snow observations!

Of CoCoRaHS state logo contests...

I would like to have a contest, amongst the Oregon observers, to see who could design the best Oregon CoCoRaHS logo.  I've thought about this for a while now, and I think I've finally come up with a suitable set of rules for this contest.  Here's how we're going to do this.

· The contest will run from November 9th through November 29th.

· Entries may be submitted to me via email at charles.dalton@noaa.gov .

· Once the submission deadline has passed, I will post links to each design on the Oregon CoCoRaHs page.

· Voting will be open for 2 weeks (December 7th - 13th).  Voting will be done by emailing me...again.

· The subject line of your email (your vote) should read “Oregon CoCoRaHS Logo Contest”, and the body of your email should include your name, your station number, and the logo design you like best.  

· Once the voting period is over, I'll post the winner on the Oregon CoCoRaHS webpage!

