Greetings from The Rose City!

    I hope this finds everyone doing well.  It has been quite a while since an Oregon CoCoRaHS newsletter was sent out, and since things are quiet here in Portland at the moment, I thought it would be a good time to fill you in on some of the changes that have occurred over the past few months.  Before we do that, I'd like to welcome all of the people that have joined since the calendar rolled over to 2008.  Over one hundred people, 129 to be exact, have joined since January 1st, 2008!  We're happy to have you all, and look forward to seeing your reports.
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Range of Total Rainfall Since 12/1/2007

0” <= Rain <= 10”

10” < Rain <= 20”
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Map showing the active Oregon CoCoRaHS observers.

    Since the last newsletter came out, the Oregon state coordinator, George Taylor (former Oregon State Climatologist), stepped down from his position with CoCoRaHS.  In his place I have stepped in to assume the state coordinator position.  My name is Charles Dalton, and I work for the National Weather Service in Portland Oregon.  I've been involved with the program since it first got started in Oregon back in December 2007.  Additionally I'm still serving now, as I was then, as the the regional coordinator for Northwest Oregon.

    Speaking of coordinators, I'm sure you're all aware (at least you are now if you've read this far) that each CoCoRaHS state has both a state, and regional coordinators.  What you may not be aware of is that, in addition to state and regional coordinators, CoCoRaHS also has county level coordinators.  These county level coordinators have a lot of the same responsibilities their regional and state counterparts do, such as answering questions about the program, helping observers resolve problems they may have with logging in and reporting data, etc, etc.

    Over the past several months, we've had the privilege of adding two of these county level coordinators to the Oregon CoCoRaHS team.  Allow me to introduce them.  They are Dennis Nelson and Don Atchison, and they are the county coordinators for Lane and Douglas county respectively.  These two are knowledgeable about the CoCoRaHS program, so don't hesitate to contact them should you have any questions.  If you would like to get in touch with these guys, you can find their email address by looking at the Oregon coordinator page located at http://www.cocorahs.org/Content.aspx?page=coord_OR .

    I mentioned above that I wanted to fill you in some “tidbits” about Oregon CoCoRaHS.  As of this writing (July 28th, 2008), 240 days have passed since Oregon joined the program.  In those 240 days, a total of 127 observers have reported more than 200 days, and 22 of you have reported more than 230 days.  Additionally, two people have reported every day since December 1st, 2007...the beginning of CoCoRaHS in Oregon.  Outstanding!  I've created a graph (pictured below) showing the range of total rainfall values (12/1/2007 to 7/28/2008) from those observers who've reported a minimum of 200 days.
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    Out of the observers used to create this graph, who's had the most and least amount of rain you ask.  Good question!  The highest rainfall award goes to an observer in Nehalem Oregon (OR-TL-1), who reported 236 of the last 240 days.  He has recorded a whopping 80.64 inches of rain!  The award for the least amount of rain goes to an observer in Paulina Oregon (OR-CK-1). This observer has reported every single day since December 1st, and has recorded only 6.46 inches of rain!  Quite a difference from one side of the Cascades to the other. 

    Lastly, I updated the Oregon state CoCoRaHS page a couple of months ago.  One of the items I put on the page was my desire to have a contest, amongst the Oregon observers, to see who could design an Oregon CoCoRaHS logo.  I've thought about this for a while now, and I think I've finally come up with a suitable set of rules for this contest.  Here's how we're going to do this.

· The contest will run from August 17th through September 30th.

· Entries may be submitted to me via email at charles.dalton@noaa.gov .

· Once the submission deadline has passed, I will post links to each design on the Oregon CoCoRaHs page.

· Voting will be open for 2 weeks (October 5th – 18th).  Voting will be done by emailing me, again.

· The subject line of your email (your vote) should read “Oregon CoCoRaHS Logo Contest”, and the body of your email should include your name, your station number, and the logo design you like best.  

· Once the voting period is over, I'll post the winner on the Oregon CoCoRaHS webpage!
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