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Brown >1 inch


Pink>2 inches


Blue >3 inches


Dark Green >4 inches


Light Green >5 inches


Yellow >6 inches


Orange > 7 inches


Red >8 inches 


Magenta > 9 inches








NOVEMBER PRECIPITATION ANALYSIS BASED ON COMPLETED NOVEMBER COCORAHS REPORTS AND ADJUSTED MANUALLY BY COMPARISON WITH THE MONTHLY TOTALS FROM THE ADVANCED HYDROLOGIC PRECIPITATION SERVICE ANALYSIS.  








November 2009 PRECIPITATION





GETTING YOUR GAUGE READY FOR WINTER


If the long range El Nino predictions are correct, chances are most Marylanders and DC’ers will have to deal with more snow and ice than in recent years.  Some of our biggest snow years have come during El Nino winters and especially moderate ones like we are in right now.  With that in mind, volunteers have to be very weather conscious to be prepared for any upcoming winter weather.  Of course one of the first things to take care of is your inner cylinder.  These babies will definitely crack if left with water in them and then we get a hard freeze.   Thus during the winter, it may be a good idea just to leave the inner gauge and top funnel off unless you are one with high weather awareness.  You especially want the funnel and inner cylinder off it there is any chance of snow because this allows you more easily collect and melt light snows that fall in your gauge.  You also want to take extra precautions if the forecast calls for freezing rain.  Spraying where your gauge connects to the plastic bracket with WD-40 or some other type of lubricant will help you remove your gauge during light freezing rain events.  When thick ice is involved you have to be careful to not break the gauge when removing it from the bracket.  If you can spray deicer around where the gauge connects to the bracket and wait a few minutes for it to take effect, it should help you ease the gauge off.  However, if the ice is very thick it may take several applications.





When measuring snow, using a white colored snow board is preferred.  Do not measure new snow and snow depth on sidewalks, patios, or driveways as they often absorb or retain heat that will melt snow or sleet more readily than a snow board.  For more information on snow measuring techniques check out the snow link and videos below:


  � HYPERLINK "http://www.cocorahs.org/Content.aspx?page=snow" ��http://www.cocorahs.org/Content.aspx?page=snow�


  � HYPERLINK "http://www.cocorahs.org/media/video/measuringsnow/default.aspx" ��http://www.cocorahs.org/media/video/measuringsnow/default.aspx�














IF YOU WANT YOUR DATA INCLUDED IN THE MONTHLY SUMMARY, PLEASE REMEMBER TO FILL IN YOU MONTHLY ZEROS!  











If you have any question or comments about Maryland/DC CoCoRaHS or would like to submit something for our newsletter please send to � HYPERLINK "mailto:bruce.sullivan@cocorahs.org" ��bruce.sullivan@cocorahs.org� or � HYPERLINK "mailto:bruce.sullivan@noaa.gov" ��bruce.sullivan@noaa.gov�








November Weather Review





November continued the string of very wet weather with most of the state, except for Western Maryland reporting above normal rainfall for the month.  Hurricane Ida which developed very late in the hurricane season developed in the western Caribbean on Nov 2 and became eventually became a category 2 storm before weakening just below hurricane strength as it made landfall over southwest Alabama on November 10.  On Nov 11th the remnants of Ida became absorbed by a new low pressure system off the South Carolina coast and the combination of this developing storm system and a strong high pressure system off the New England coast resulted in gale force winds and heavy rains along the Mid Atlantic Coast including Maryland through the morning of November 13th.   Parts of southern Maryland and the Eastern shore received the heavier rainfall amounts from this storm with some locations picking up over 5 inches total.  While this was the most significant storm of the month, the remainder of the month was quite wet.  St Mary’s county observer Jimmy (MD-SM-3) near Leonardtown lead all observers with 9.53” for the month while our St Mary’s Coordinator, John Zyla (MD-SM-1) came in a close second with 8.98”.  Allegany County observer Jim (MD-AL-2) at Cresaptown/Bel Air MD, had the driest reading of the month with only 1.54”.   While very little snow fell during the month, George (MD-GR-4) near McHenry, Md and Lester (MD-GR-2) near Friendville received 4.5” and 4” of snow respectively for the month.   Despite a rather wet month, temperatures as a whole were above normal.   According to NWS Sterling VA , “THE NOVEMBER AVERAGE TEMPERATURE OF 49.7 DEGREES WAS WELL ABOVE NORMAL...AND RANKED AS THE 22ND WARMEST NOVEMBER IN BALTIMORE.”  

















Change in “Intense Precipitation Report”  





The “Intense Precipitation Report” has recently been changed to “Significant Weather Report”.   You can now use the Significant Weather Report form to report significant events such as freezing rain and sleet in addition to heavy snow and rain.   In general any weather that you feel may disrupt or endanger travel and outdoor activities may warrant a “Significant Weather Report”.  How hard does it need to rain or snow to send in a "Significant Weather Report"? There is no universal definition. What it takes to cause flooding varies through the year and from place to place. In general, any rain of at least 0.30" in an hour could be considered "heavy rain.  Use your own judgment, and if you feel it is raining very hard, go ahead and report it. It is better to be safe than sorry.  Certainly rainfall amounts of an inch or more an hour may be cause for concern most times of the year. Snow reports are also very flexible. When travel conditions start getting bad, go ahead and report it. Snow accumulation rates of 1" per hour or more may justify a report. Your local National Weather Service Office may set their own thresholds, so contact them for more information.   The link is:





http://www.cocorahs.org/Admin/MyDataEntry/IntensePrecipReport.aspx
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